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Dear Residents / Stakeholders 

 

Epro Ltd of Taupo has been contracted by the Maungatautari Ecological Island Trust to 

introduced mammals from within the 3,400 hectares of forest and associated habitat inside the pest proof 

fence around Maungatautari. 

Purpose of the Operation 

The eradication of all introduced mammals from Maungatautari will allow for significant ecological 

restoration to occur on the mountain.  The subsequent reintroduction of native fauna which has limited 

distribution or is now extinct on the mainland w

on Maungatautari.   

Control Method 

To help eradicate the majority of small mammals on the mountain 

proposed the use of three aerial applications of P

brodifacoum, followed by patch poisoning of any residual populations of mice

applications occurred in November and December

global positioning systems (DGPS) were used to apply bait within the fenced area

bait application occurred around the internal perimeter of the fence to ensure there 

along difficult boundaries.   

 

These operations appear to have successfully re

remain now only in isolated pockets on the mountain. 

using a smaller bait, is to be undertaken to 

helicopter sowing bait in two separate operations 

within a 100 metre radius around mouse detection sites

southern side of the mountain only, adjacent Tari Road

 

Intensive monitoring and follow up ground baiting

patch poisoning until eradication of all pockets of mice 

Operational Planning 

The Operational Plan for the Maungatautari Pest Eradication took over 

three years to develop.  The methodologies were adapted from proven off

shore island pest eradication techniques developed by the New Zealand 

Department of Conservation and used world wi
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Epro Ltd of Taupo has been contracted by the Maungatautari Ecological Island Trust to help eradicate 15 

introduced mammals from within the 3,400 hectares of forest and associated habitat inside the pest proof 

mammals from Maungatautari will allow for significant ecological 

restoration to occur on the mountain.  The subsequent reintroduction of native fauna which has limited 

distribution or is now extinct on the mainland will recreate a biodiversity asset of international significance

eradicate the majority of small mammals on the mountain the Epro Ltd Operational Plan 

three aerial applications of Pestoff® rodent bait containing the anticoagulant toxin 

, followed by patch poisoning of any residual populations of mice.  The first t

applications occurred in November and December, 2006 and October 2007.  Helicopters guided by 

used to apply bait within the fenced area while hand broadcast 

around the internal perimeter of the fence to ensure there were no bait gaps 

to have successfully removed all mammal populations except mice.  Mice 

in isolated pockets on the mountain.  Aerial patch poisoning of these pockets of mice, 

using a smaller bait, is to be undertaken to help eradicate them.  The patch poisoning will 

helicopter sowing bait in two separate operations seven to ten days apart, at four kilograms per hectare 

around mouse detection sites which cannot be accessed easily on foot

n only, adjacent Tari Road.   

ground baiting, trapping and dogging will continue after the 

pockets of mice is confirmed. 

The Operational Plan for the Maungatautari Pest Eradication took over 

three years to develop.  The methodologies were adapted from proven off-

shore island pest eradication techniques developed by the New Zealand 

Department of Conservation and used world wide now for over two 

 

eradicate 15 

introduced mammals from within the 3,400 hectares of forest and associated habitat inside the pest proof 

mammals from Maungatautari will allow for significant ecological 

restoration to occur on the mountain.  The subsequent reintroduction of native fauna which has limited 

ill recreate a biodiversity asset of international significance 

Operational Plan 

containing the anticoagulant toxin 

.  The first three aerial 

Helicopters guided by digital 

and broadcast 

no bait gaps 

moved all mammal populations except mice.  Mice 

Aerial patch poisoning of these pockets of mice, 

will involve a 

kilograms per hectare 

which cannot be accessed easily on foot, on the 

will continue after the aerial 



 

decades.  The mainland application of these methodologies has been successfully trialled in two smaller 

enclosures on the mountain to help learn more about their specific use in the Waikato.  The 

eradications within the enclosures involved development of a specific Code of Practice, approved by the 

New Zealand Food Safety Authority, to ensure the risk of residues in livestock is managed to an 

acceptable level.  Over 200 water samples were also taken during the enclosure trials to d

risk to water supplies in the hours, days and weeks after bait application.  No residue was found in any 

water sample. 

Risk Management 

To minimise risks during this operation the following points should be considered

�  Bait application will occur under the specially developed Code of Practice approved by the New 

Zealand Food Safety Authority. 

�  Toxic bait will only be applied within the fenced area.

�  All access points, including pedestrian and vehicle gates, into the operational area will have war

notices posted. 

�  All toxic bait will be dyed green. 

�  Do not handle any bait. 

�  Children or dogs should not be allowed to wander unsupervised within or near the fenced area.

�  The operational area is now permanently closed to all hunting other than that 

eradication. 

�  Do not take feral pigs for eating from forested areas adjoining the operational

with toxin residue may leave the fenced area and be scavenged.

Timing 

The patch poisoning aerial bait application is schedul

weather after 9 June 2008.  This is a time when:

�  mice are most susceptible to baiting 

�  farming practices will be least disrupted

�  calm, cool weather patterns are most common

�  sufficient rain to destroy uneaten baits is likely within a few weeks of bait application

 

The bait application is very much weather dependent requiring at least four consecutive fine, dry days 

with light winds during bait application.   

 

Follow up monitoring, poisoning, trapping a

eradicate all remaining mice.    

Further Information 

Please feel free to contact Epro if you require any further information.  The 

Maungatautari is Mr Pim de Monchy, who can be

 

For further information about the Maungatautari Project and for updates on progress, please go to the 

Maungatautari Ecological Island Trust’s website 

decades.  The mainland application of these methodologies has been successfully trialled in two smaller 

closures on the mountain to help learn more about their specific use in the Waikato.  The 

involved development of a specific Code of Practice, approved by the 

New Zealand Food Safety Authority, to ensure the risk of residues in livestock is managed to an 

acceptable level.  Over 200 water samples were also taken during the enclosure trials to determine the 

risk to water supplies in the hours, days and weeks after bait application.  No residue was found in any 

To minimise risks during this operation the following points should be considered: 

cur under the specially developed Code of Practice approved by the New 

Toxic bait will only be applied within the fenced area. 

All access points, including pedestrian and vehicle gates, into the operational area will have war

Children or dogs should not be allowed to wander unsupervised within or near the fenced area.

The operational area is now permanently closed to all hunting other than that associated with the 

Do not take feral pigs for eating from forested areas adjoining the operational area as some pests 

with toxin residue may leave the fenced area and be scavenged. 

bait application is scheduled for the first suitable period of cold, fine, settled 

.  This is a time when: 

 

farming practices will be least disrupted 

calm, cool weather patterns are most common 

neaten baits is likely within a few weeks of bait application.  

The bait application is very much weather dependent requiring at least four consecutive fine, dry days 

, trapping and dogging may take several years to find and completely 

Please feel free to contact Epro if you require any further information.  The Operations Manager for 

who can be contacted by phoning (027) 675 3012. 

For further information about the Maungatautari Project and for updates on progress, please go to the 

Maungatautari Ecological Island Trust’s website www.maungatrust.org. 

decades.  The mainland application of these methodologies has been successfully trialled in two smaller 

closures on the mountain to help learn more about their specific use in the Waikato.  The pilot 

involved development of a specific Code of Practice, approved by the 

New Zealand Food Safety Authority, to ensure the risk of residues in livestock is managed to an 

etermine the 

risk to water supplies in the hours, days and weeks after bait application.  No residue was found in any 

cur under the specially developed Code of Practice approved by the New 

All access points, including pedestrian and vehicle gates, into the operational area will have warning 

Children or dogs should not be allowed to wander unsupervised within or near the fenced area. 
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